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(F) Tobacco operations, such as the
disposition of abandoned, seized, or
condemned tobacco products;

(G) Informers and informers’ rewards;
or

(H) Disclosure of secret formulas,
processes, business practices, and other
similar information.

(iii)(A) It is the practice of the Bu-
reau to publish as much of the ruling
or communication as is necessary for
an understanding of the position stat-
ed. However, in order to prevent un-
warranted invasions of personal pri-
vacy and to comply with statutory pro-
visions, such as 18 U.S.C. 1905 and 26
U.S.C 6103 and 7213, dealing with disclo-
sure of information obtained from
members of the public, identifying de-
tails, including the names and address-
es of persons involved, and information
of a confidential nature are deleted
from the ruling.

(B) TTB Rulings published in the
Bulletin do not have the force and ef-
fect of Department of the Treasury
Regulations (including amendatory
Treasury decisions) but are published
to provide precedents to be used in the
disposition of other cases, and may be
cited and relied upon for that purpose.
No unpublished ruling or decision may
be relied on, used, or cited by any offi-
cer or employee of the Bureau as a
precedent in the disposition of other
cases.

(C) Concerned persons generally may
rely upon TTB Rulings published in the
Bulletin in determining the Bureau
treatment of their own transactions
and need not request specific rulings
applying the principles of a published
TTB Ruling to the facts of their par-
ticular cases. However, since each TTB
Ruling represents the conclusion of the
Bureau as to the application of the law
to the entire state of facts involved,
taxpayers, Bureau personnel, and oth-
ers concerned are cautioned against
reaching the same conclusion in other
cases unless the facts and cir-
cumstances are substantially the same.
They should consider the effect of sub-
sequent legislation, regulations, court
decisions and TTB Rulings.

(D) Comments and suggestions from
taxpayers or other concerned persons
on TTB Rulings being prepared for pub-
lication in the Bulletin may be solic-
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ited, if justified by special cir-
cumstances. Conferences on TTB Rul-
ings being prepared for publication will
not be granted except where the Bu-
reau determines that such action is
justified by special circumstances.

(iv)(A) The appropriate TTB officer is
responsible for administering the pro-
gram for the publication of TTB Rul-
ings and TTB Procedures in the Bul-
letin including the standards for style
and format.

(B) In accordance with the standards
set forth in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this
section, each appropriate TTB officer
is responsible for the preparation and
appropriate referral for publication of
TTB Rulings reflecting interpretations
of substantive law made by his office
and communicated in writing to mem-
bers of the public or field offices. In
this connection, the Chief Counsel is
responsible for the referral to the ap-
propriate TTB officer, for consider-
ation for publication as TTB rulings, of
interpretations of substantive law
made by his office.

(C) In accordance with the standards
set forth in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this
section, the appropriate TTB officers
and the Chief Counsel are responsible
for determining whether procedures es-
tablished by an office under their juris-
diction should be published as TTB
Procedures and for the initiation, con-
tent, and appropriate referral for publi-
cation of such TTB Procedures.

[T.D. ATF-47, 43 FR 10687, Mar. 15, 1978, as
amended by T.D. ATF-201, 50 FR 12533, Mar.
29, 1985; T.D. ATF-249, 52 FR 5962, Feb. 27,
1987; Redesignated and amended by T.D.
ATF-378, 61 FR 29955, June 13, 1996; T.D.
ATF-432, 656 FR 69253, Nov. 16, 2000; T.D.
ATF-450, 66 FR 29030, May 29, 2001]
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(a) Tax return forms and instructions.
Tax forms and instructions are devel-
oped by the Bureau to explain the re-
quirements of Chapters 32, 51, 52, and 53
of Title 26 of the United States Code or
regulations issued thereunder, and are
issued for the assistance of taxpayers
in exercising their rights and dis-
charging their duties under such laws
and regulations. The tax return forms
are the instruments through which
taxes are collected.

Forms and instructions.
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(b) Other forms and instructions. The
Bureau provides other necessary or ap-
propriate forms for assisting the public
in complying with the technical re-
quirements of the laws and regulations
administered by the Bureau. The mate-
rial contained in the forms and instruc-
tions, and the arrangement thereof, is
carefully considered and is designed to
lead the preparer step-by-step through
an orderly accumulation of data to an
accurate report of the information re-
quired.

(c) Procurement of forms and instruc-
tions. Forms prescribed by this part are
available as provided in §70.2(b).

[T.D. ATF-47, 43 FR 10687, Mar. 15, 1978, as
amended by T.D. ATF-92, 46 FR 46914, Sept.
23, 1981; T.D. ATF-249, 52 FR 5962, Feb. 27,
1987; T.D. 372, 61 FR 20724, May 8, 1996. Redes-
ignated and amended by T.D. ATF-378, 61 FR
29955, June 13, 1996]

Subpart I—Disclosure

§70.801 Publicity of information.

For information relating to the dis-
closure of records that is not contained
in this Subpart I, see 31 CFR Part 1 and
the Appendix of that Part relating to
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms. Direct further questions to
the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau, Washington, DC 20220,
(202) 927-8210.

[T.D. ATF-378, 61 FR 29955, June 13, 1996, as
amended by T.D. ATF-450, 66 FR 29030, May
29, 2001]

§70.802 Rules for disclosure of certain
specified matters.

(a) Accepted offers in compromise. For
each offer in compromise submitted
and accepted pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 7122
in any case arising under Chapter 32
(relating to firearms and ammunition
excise taxes) and Subtitle E (relating
to alcohol, tobacco, and certain other
excise taxes) of Title 26 of the United
States Code, under section 107 of the
Federal Alcohol Administration Act (27
U.S.C. 207) in any case arising under
that Act, or in connection with prop-
erty seized under Title I of the Gun
Control Act of 1968 (18 U.S.C., Chapter
44) or title XI of the Organized Crime
Control Act of 1970 (18 U.S.C., Chapter
40), a copy of the abstract and state-
ment relating to the offer shall be kept
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available for public inspection, for a
period of 1 year from the date of ac-
ceptance, with the appropriate ATF of-
ficer, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, Washington, DC 20226. Infor-
mation may not be disclosed, however,
concerning any trade secrets, proc-
esses, operations, style of work, appa-
ratus, confidential data, or any other
matter within the prohibition of 18
U.S.C. 1905. “Return information’ (de-
fined at 26 U.S.C. 6103 (b)) may not be
disclosed except as provided by 26
U.S.C. 6103 (k) (1).

(b) Information regarding liquor per-
mits—(1) Applications for permits. Infor-
mation with respect to the handling of
applications for basic permits under
the Federal Alcohol Administration
Act (27 U.S.C. 204) is maintained for
public inspection until the expiration
of 1 year following final action on these
applications. See §1.59 of this chapter
for more details.

(c) List of plants and permittees. Upon
request, the appropriate TTB officer
shall furnish a list of any type of quali-
fied proprietor or permittee if the dis-
closure is not prohibited by law.

(d) Information relating to certificates
of label approval for distilled spirits, wine,
and malt beverages. Upon written re-
quest, the appropriate TTB officer, Al-
cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bu-
reau, Washington, DC 20220, shall fur-
nish information as to the issuance,
pursuant to section 105(e) of the Fed-
eral Alcohol Administration Act (27
U.S.C. 205(e)) and Part 4, 5, or 7 of this
chapter, of certificates of label ap-
proval, or of exemption from label ap-
proval, for distilled spirits, wine, or
malt beverages. The request must iden-
tify the class and type and brand name
of the product and the name and ad-
dress of the bottler or importer thereof
or of the person to whom the certifi-
cate was issued. The person making the
request may obtain reproductions or
certified copies of such certificates
upon payment of the established fees
prescribed by 31 CFR 1.7. Information
will not be disclosed, however, con-
cerning any trade secrets, processes,
operations, style of work, apparatus,
confidential data, or any other matter
prohibited by statutes such as but not
limited to 18 U.S.C. 1905 or 26 U.S.C.
6103.
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